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■Amendments to i:he Claims : 

Please amend claim 1 as follows. The following listing of 
claims will replace all pricr versions, and listings, of claims 
in the application. 

Listing of Claijna: 

Claim 1 (Currently Amended) . A connector for b e in g 
conn e cted connection to a mating connector having a recess, 
comprising: 

a housing; 

5 a .locking member proviced on an outer peripheral surface of 

said housing, said locking member including a fixed portion fixed 
to said housing, an engaginc portion for engagement with the 
recess of the mating connector, and a spring portion for urging 
said engaging portion towarc. the recess; and 
10 spring force-increasinc means for inhibiting said engaging 

portion from moving more then a pr e d e t e r m in g d - d r gt - emc e when said 
spring portion is bent bv .a pred etermined quantity using said 
fixed portion as a support, and causing said spring portion to be 
bent using said engaging portion as a support. 
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Claim 2 (Original) . A connector as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein said housing has a hollow cylindrical shape^ and has an 
accoinmodating space formed therein for accommodating said spring 
portion and said engaging portion when said spring portion is 
5 bentr 

the connector farther comprising a sliding member mounted on 
an outer peripheral surf ace of said locking member in a manner 
slidable in an axial direction of said housing, said sliding 
member having a window for permitting said engaging portion to 
10 escape therein such that said engaging portion can be engaged 
with the recess of the matirg connector when the connector is 
fitted to the mating connector. 

Claim 3 (Original), A connector as claimed in claim 2, 
wherein said spring f orce-ir.creasing means is a stepped portion 
formed in said housing in a manner protruding into said 
accommodating space . 

Claim 4 (Original) . A connector as claimed in claim 2, 
wherein said spring force-ir creasing means is a protruding . 
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portion formed on a bottom surface of said engaging portion in a 
manner protruding into said accommodating space. 

Claim 5 (Original) . A connector as claimed in claim 2, 
wherein said spring forcG-ir.creasing means is a ring which is 
wound around said housing in a manner opposed to said engaging 
portion in a radial directicr. of said housing. 
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